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OUR APPROACH TO GOD 

 
OPENING WORDS — Pastor Rich 
Beloved of God, the winter is past, the flowers appear on the earth, the 
time of singing has come. Let us lift our voices in praise to our Creator.  
 
PRELUDE: I Thank You God for most this amazing by Ricky Ian Gordon 
~Fiorela Miria, soprano 
 
GREETING: Pastor Rich 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Fanfare in A-flat 
 
GOD’S LAW: — Steve Johnson 
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now 
if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil 
lies close at hand.  For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see 
in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me 
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans 7) 
 
HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ~Alexandra Woodruff, soprano 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION — Pastor Rich 
Jesus said: Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy bur-
dens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION Steve Johnson 
Lord, we marvel at the thought of a well-fitted yoke, a burden scaled to 
match our frames; we do not know how to rest in the promise of such labor.  
 
Some of us are weary from unceasing responsibility; Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
others find no welcome in the marketplace.  
Christ have mercy 



 

 

We confound your vision for our common life.  
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
Forgive our blind striving, our stifled concern, the judgments we cast on 
others. Make yourself known to us in the silence. Shape your children for 
the commonwealth of your love. In Jesus ’name we pray. Amen.  
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS — Pastor Rich 
Sisters and brothers, hear this gospel word: Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. I declare to you now, in the name of Jesus Christ, that your 
sin is forgiven. You have been freed for service in his name.  
 
PEACE 
May the peace of the Lord be with you! 
Please now share with each other some sign of God’s peace. 
 

RECEIVING GOD IN WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION — Led by Steve Johnson 
Merciful God, in this moment of stillness, wash us clean of our presump-
tions. Receive us as your weary children. Then, by the power of your Spirit, 
bless us with a word that revives, for we pray in the name of Jesus, your liv-
ing Word. Amen.  
 
Zechariah 9:9-12 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, 
your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut 
off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from 
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, be-
cause of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free 
from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; to-
day I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
Psalm 145 #27 (green hymnal) ~Chris Cantu, tenor 
 



 

 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
"But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 'We played the flute for you, and 
you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.' For John came nei-
ther eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon'; the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds." 
 
At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be-
cause you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 
"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gen-
tle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
Message:  Bearing the Burden with Jesus 
 
HYMN:  #234 vss.1&3 (green hymnal) - Come to the Water ~Alexandra 
Woodruff, soprano 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — Steve & Gabi Johnson 
With the whole church 
We affirm that we are made in God’s image, Befriended by Christ, Empow-
ered by the Spirit. 
With people everywhere 
We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, planed more 
deeply than all that is wrong.

   With all creation 
   We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, The unfold ing purposes of God, 
   forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

~Iona Abbey Worship Book 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  



 

 

Pastor Rich:  God of life, we come to you from many places: some hearts overflow with 
joy and gratitude, others are barely hanging on to hope and faith. For some this is an or-
dinary morning; for others, every step feels fragile. Holy One, meet us where we are and 
bind us to each other, that in the community of your love we might discover our whole-
ness. We name before you now the concerns of our hearts. [silence]  
 
Steve Johnson: We pray that you heal the divisions between all peoples. God of all good-
ness, hear our prayer.  
 
Steve Johnson: We pray that we will have Christ’s compassion for the suffering, the help-
less, and the lost. 
God of all goodness, hear our prayer.  
 
Steve Johnson: We pray for the leaders of our nation and our world, give them wisdom 
and courage to do your will and follow your way of Justice and love.  
God of all goodness, hear our prayer.  
 
Steve Johnson: For the courage to raise our voices in support of creating an ever more 
just and loving community,   
God of all goodness, hear our prayer.  
 
Steve Johnson: We pray for the health and safety of all medical professionals, especially 
Dr. Donna McNamara, Dr. Kevin Frison, Dr. Jon Thorndike, Dr. Tracy Proverbs and Nurses 
Mertella Munroe, Carla Quinlan, Paula Snyder, Peg Cornell, Andie Strangi, Libby Black, Jill 
Felter, Claudia Wenger, and Marylou Prinzivalli. 
God of all goodness, hear our prayer.  
 
Steve Johnson: For all who are suffering with the COVID virus, or with anxiety and de-
pression in these unusual times,   
God of all goodness, hear our prayer.  
 
Steve Johnson: For all who are struggling economically because their jobs or businesses 
have been lost,   
God of all goodness, hear our prayer. 
 
Steve Johnson: We pray for your promised kingdom to come, when all wars will cease, 
and there will be no disease; when courageous faith, hope, and love cast out hatred and 
poverty,   
God of all goodness, hear our prayer. 
 
Steve Johnson: For the intentions of our congregation …  [A time of silence is kept.]  



 

 

God of all goodness, hear our prayer.  
 
Pastor Rich: All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our savior, redeemer, and 
friend. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS AND DEBTORS) 
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY — Pastor Rich 
Christ knows every breath we take: each one is a gift from the Spirit. God watches over, 
protects, and provides for us. Let us present our offerings of thanksgiving for the 
goodness of the triune God. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC: The Star-Spangled Banner by John Stafford Smith ~Psalm C Singers 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION - Pastor Rich 
Gracious Creator, you have filled our lives with blessing. As we present these offerings, 
we also give You our lives. Make us Your bold and faithful people, willing to go forward 
in faith wherever you would lead us, that we might be a comfort in the world. We pray in 
the name of Jesus, by the gift of your empowering Spirit. Amen.  
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Invitation to and explanation of Virtual Communion 

 

Eucharistic Prayer and Communion 

 

The Lord be with you   

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts!   

We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

through your beloved servant Jesus Christ, 

through whom you have created all things. 

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit 

Christ was born of Mary, 

and shared our human nature. 



 

 

 

With loving arms outstretched upon the cross for us, 

Jesus broke the chains of evil and destruction. 

 

By his resurrection your will was fulfilled 

and you gathered a holy people to offer you praise. 

 

Now with all creation we raise our voices 

to proclaim your glory, as we pray: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy - Fiorela Miria, soprano & Chris Cantu, tenor 

 

You are holy, O God of majesty, 
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

in whom your fullness dwells. 
You sent him to us to be the way, the truth, and the life. 

 
Revealing your love, 
Jesus taught those who would hear him, 
healed those who believed in him, 
received all who sought him, 
and lifted the burden of their sin. 

 
We glorify you for your great power and love at work in 
Christ.  

 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection,  
you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made us a 
new people by water and the Spirit. 

 

We give you thanks that the Lord Jesus, 
on the night before he died, took bread, 
and after giving thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat. This my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 



 

 

Whenever you drink it, 
do this in remembrance of me. 

Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, 
we take this bread and this wine 
from the gifts you have given us, 
and celebrate with joy 
the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 

 
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
as a living and holy offering of ourselves, 
that our lives may proclaim the crucified and risen one. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

 
Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 

 

Gracious God, 
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break 
and the cup we bless 
may be our communion in the body and blood of 
Christ.  

 
By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ  
and with all who are baptized in his name,  
that we may be one in ministry in every place.  

 
As this bread is Christ's body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 

 

Help us, O God, to love as Christ loved. 
Knowing our own weakness, 
may we stand with all who stumble. 
Sharing in his suffering, 
may we remember all who suffer. 
Held in his love, 
may we embrace all whom the world denies. 
Rejoicing in his forgiveness, 
may we forgive all who sin against us. 



 

 

 
Give us strength to serve you faithfully 
until the promised day of resurrection, 
when with the redeemed of all the ages 
we will feast with you at your table in glory. 

 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, eternal God, now and for- 
ever. 

 

Blessing, honor and glory be yours, 

here and everywhere, 

now and forever. 

 

Communion Hymn: Bread of the World by Gilbert M. Martin ~Susan Brown, piano and 

organ 

 

Communion Is shared virtually but together during the Communion Hymn 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Author of life, you cast your glory all around us; you invade our sleep; you reveal yourself 

in ancient stories and the give-and-take of common life. By the power of your Spirit, 

come to us now, for you have called us to this place. We pray in the name of Jesus—our 

hope, our confidence—and your beloved Son. Amen. 

 
SENDING — 
Sisters and brothers, sin distorts even the good gifts of God: the law, the church, our own 
desires— but this need not lead us to despair, for God’s love has overcome, is overcom-
ing, will overcome sin’s power at work in the world.  
 
BLESSING: 
May the God who brings good from broken desires, the Christ who shares his yoke with 
us, the Spirit which breathes her wisdom into our hearts sustain and guide us this day 
and every day.  
 
AMEN 
 
POSTLUDE:  Ballad for Americans by Earl Robinson ~John Anthony, baritone 
 



 

 

Please stay after the conclusion of the service to share some time with each other on 
our Zoom call. If you need help connecting to these calls, please call Pastor Rich and 
you and he can be confused together! 
 
Thanks to all who helped pull our online service. Special thanks to Gwen Tundermann 
who brilliantly edits and produces our final product. Thanks, too to Susan Brown, our 
amazing music director, pianist, and accompanist who chooses our music and plays for 
all of it. Thanks to our gifted and devoted Psalm C Singers: Beth Valenti, John Anthony, 
Gabriela Johnson, Fiorela Miria and Chris Cantu for sharing the gift of song with us 
each week online. Finally, thanks to Steve Johnson for serving as our liturgist! This is a 
great team — God has blessed us with each one of them! We couldn’t be here without 
them. Please keep each in your prayers!!! 
 
At our service and in your prayers this week please also remember: 
• Kathy Bertolino 
• Steve Johnson 
• Victoria Gauzza 
• Arleatha Williams 
• Lashelle Bovian 
• Lashette Benjamin 
• For the health of our church family, our neighbors, our nation and the world 
• For the health and safety of all in the medical professions especiallDr. Donna 

McNamara, Dr. Kevin Frison, Dr. Jon Thorndike, Dr. Tracy Proverbs and Nurses Mertella Mun-
roe, Carla Quinlan, Paula Snyder, Peg Cornell, Andie Strangi, Libby Black, Jill Felter, Claudia 
Wenger, and Marylou Prinzivalli  

• For those among us who are most at risk 
• Noelle 
• Barbara Vassilatos and family 
• Maggie - rough pregnancy 
• Jim Snyder 
• Gaius Billy 
• Cira Trauth 
• Richard Katt 
• Keri Katt 
• Sandra Griffin 
• Kim Jedzenek 
• Pastor Donna 
• Alan Malloy 
• Keyli Aguirre 
• Healing within our nation and world 
• Our church, its ministers and ministries 



 

 

• Pastor Hoover and our brothers & sisters at the Tappan Reformed Church 
• For the ones for whom no one else is praying  
• For those who have no faith 
• For persecuted Christians 
• For our brother and sister Christians everywhere 
• For our enemies 
 
Questions for Reflection  
What does the story of Sarah and Hagar (Gen. 21:8–21) say abou 
God? What does the story suggest about how we might treat one a 
other more justly?  

 
Morning Prayer 
O God, I praise you as I arise this morning. You are the giver of all lif 
and you provide for what you have made. Be with my spirit this day 
and teach me to be thankful for all that you offer. Move me to be 
generous with others, sharing not only goods, but also time, patience, 
and kindness. You know what will happen today. Guide me so that I 
do what pleases you. Be near to me and help me to trust your love. 
pray for all the world today, for what I do has effects far beyond what 
I can know or understand. By your Holy Spirit, let me speak peace, let 
me do peace, let me be peace, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Evening Prayer  
Creator of heaven and earth, light and darkness, day and night, I thank 
you for the day just past that you have given me in your mercy. I pray 
for your forgiveness for those things I did that were displeasing to you 
and for those missed opportunities to show my love for you. Let me 
rest tonight, trusting in the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. Restore my 
mind and body as I sleep so that when I awake I will have the strength 
to serve you and your children well. O beloved God, 


