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     Clarkstown Reformed Church 
~ 

Order of Worship 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 

PRELUDE: There Is a Green Hill Far Away by Charles Gounod ~Fiorela Miria, soprano 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

SUMMARY OF GOD’S LAW  
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light-for 
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything ex-
posed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore 
it says, "Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” (Ephesians 
5:8-14)


HYMN: #202 vss.1,2,&4  Amazing Grace 

PRAYER AND CONFESSION 
Creator God, we are called to do what is pleasing in your sight, but we still love 
darkness rather than light. Forgive us, we pray. help us to see ourselves as you see 
us  and live more fruitful lives. Lift us from the deadness of sin, and let Your light 
shine upon us. We pray Jesus’ Christ, He is still the light of the world. Amen.  

As God’s forgiven people, receive the Good News that in Christ we are made new. We are 
children of the light for Christ shines on us and within us.  
Amen


RECEIVING GOD IN WORD AND SACRAMENT 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as the Scriptures are read and pro-
claimed, so that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may see what is good and right 
and true. And seeing, help us to do what is pleasing to you, so that your glory be-
comes visible in our words and deeds. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

Psalm 23 - The Lord's My Shepherd by Bob Chilcott ~ sung by Beth Valenti

John 9:1-41 Read by Steve Johnson



Message: The Light of the World 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
With the whole church 
We affirm that we are made in God’s image, Befriended by Christ, 
Empowered by the Spirit. 
With people everywhere 
We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, planted more 
deeply than all that is wrong. 
With all creation 
We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, The unfolding purposes 
of God, Forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

~Iona Abbey Worship Book 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS AND DEBTORS) 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
Our lives overflow with the goodness of God. Sharing what we have so abundantly recei-
ved, we bring now our tithes and offerings to God, with gladness and gratitude. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Offertory - Gethsemane by Mary Turner Salter ~Gabriela Mikova 
Johnson

DOXOLOGY AND PRESENTATION OF OFFERING:    #625 

BLESSING:  
May the love of God pursue you, the light of Christ enfold you, and the Holy Spirit keep 
you; as you dwell in the house of the Lord your whole life long. 

POSTLUDE: Agnus Dei by Georges Bizet ~Chris Cantu, tenor 

CHARGE AND SENDING FORTH :  
 Live in Christ’s light, even in the darkest valley. Trust that he is able to open your eyes, 
enabling you to walk by faith in his name.  



At our service and in your prayers this week please remember: 
•   Victoria Gauzza 
•   Arleatha Williams 
•   Lashelle Bovian 
•   Lashette Benjamin 
• For the health of our church family, our neighbors, our nation and the world 
• For the health and safety of all in the medical professions especially Dr. Donna  

 McNamara and Mertella Munroe 
• For those among us who are most at risk 
•   Noelle 
•   Judy Cramer 
•   Gaius Billy 
•   Cira Trauth 
•   Richard Katt 
•   Keri Katt 
•   Sandra Griffin 
•   Kim Jedzenek 
•   Pastor Donna 
•   Larry Essick 
•   Alan Malloy 
•   Bob Sorace 
•   Joe Raguso 
•   Pauline Cummins 
• Barry Brooks 
•   Keyli Aguirre 
•   Healing within our nation and world 
•   Our church, its ministers and ministries 
•   Pastor Hoover and our brothers & sisters at the Tappan Reformed 

Church 
•   For the ones no one else is praying for 
•   For those who have no faith 
•   For persecuted Christians 
•   For Christians everywhere 
•   For our enemies 

Thanks to Dan and Kathy Bertolino for their generous gift of flowers 
for worship 



Question for Reflection 
Samuel is told that God does not look upon outward appearances, but looks upon the 
heart. Then God chooses David, the youngest son of Jesse, to be Israel’s next king. We 
know that as he grew and as life became very challenging, King David’s heart was not 
pure. He was a mixture of great courage and faithfulness—and great sin and failure.  
• What do you suppose God saw and loved in David’s heart? 
• What do you think God loves when God looks upon your own heart? 

Morning Prayer:  
Lord. The day has dawned with the gift of sunlight, and I awaken from sleep into the light 
and grace of Christ. Thank you for this new day. Stay with me, I pray, shepherding me 
through all that the day will hold. Lead me into pleasant places, and give me the provisions 
I will need if I find myself in difficulty or danger. Whenever the cup of gladness overflows, 
help me to recognize that it is filled with your goodness and mercy. In praise and anticipa-
tion I begin this day; in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Evening Prayer:  
With the night, Good Lord, comes rest, and a chance for my soul to be restored. You are 
with me in this and every darkness, so I will not be afraid. For all I have seen with my own 
eyes today, for all others have helped me to see, I give you thanks. For those things that I 
did not notice: signs of beauty and kindness, evidences of your grace, I pray that you will 
improve the eyes of my faith so that I can see you more clearly, love you more dearly, and 
follow you more nearly tomorrow, and all my tomorrows. In the name of your Son, my Sav-
ior, I pray. Amen.


